
#Occupy and Progressive Massachusetts 

*See the PROGRESSIVE MASS. COM RESOURCE CENTER for suggested ACTIONS, more complete information, and the bills’ most current statuses.  

Find and contact your legislators at: http://www.malegislature.gov/people/findmylegislator  

 
a  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  f o r  C h a n g e  

 
We’re all in this together. With hard work and 

persistence, we can make a difference. 

 
As a grassroots, statewide organization, Progressive Mass knows state legislation that 
will make a difference; as progressives, we share many of the same goals as the Occupy 
Movement.  Below is current* legislation making its way through the State House that 
addresses some of the major concerns of the Occupy Movement. We believe well-
targeted and organized action by informed citizens can and does have a 
significant effect on policy, and especially so at the state and local level (just look at 
how for decades conservatives have waged successful policy battles at the state level, and 
with those successes, pulled national policy to the right). What happens in Massachusetts 
matters. We hope this information is useful to you as we work together to take our 
government back from corporations and get our economy working for all of us again. 

 
JOIN US AT ProgressiveMass.com 

This ABRIDGED LIST of legislation attacking income inequality, the wealth gap and unfair taxation is part of a series of Progressive 
Mass Legislation Guides outlining current bills addressing the Occupy movement’s concerns. THIS IS AN ABRIDGED LIST: more detailed 
guides that include suggested ACTIONS and bills’ current status are at the ProgressiveMass.com RESOURCE CENTER. 
 

Massachusetts state legislation that addresses  

INCOME INEQUALITY, WEALTH GAP & UNFAIR TAXATION 
Decades of complex policy and decisions created the problems; it will take multiple fronts to fix it. Some ways to think nationally, act locally:  

 

BILL WHAT THIS BILL DOES AND WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT* 

An Act Establishing 
Medicare for all in MA 
S.501  

S501 would replace the current Massachusetts health care system with a single-payer 
healthcare system. Astronomic health care costs are a major cause of financial difficulties for the 
99%; healthcare reform will lower costs & provide economic security for all.  

Financial Literacy in 
Schools Act 
S204 

S204 would require that financial literacy be taught in grades K-12. Wall Street took 
advantage of the public with misleading and complex financial investments, ultimately causing the 
economic collapse which exacerbated economic inequality. Today’s youth need the skills to 
understand fundamental principles of money management and the larger economy.  

Act to Establish 
Foreclosure Mediation 
Program 
H4003  

H4003 would create a foreclosure mediation program that will allow homeowners in default 
during the 90-day right to cure period to negotiate the terms of their mortgage.  Foreclosures 
remain a crisis in MA; many families are losing their homes, increasing economic instability, and 
making neighborhoods less financially stable.  

An Act to Sustain 
Community 

Preservation H765  

H765 would update the Community Preservation Act (CPA) by increasing state funding. 
By passing H765, more working families will able to live in communities across MA, enjoying a 
better quality of life, while preserving our history. 

An Act to Promote the 
Economic Recovery 
with a Strong 
Minimum Wage S.951  

Work incomes have flat-lined for the middle-class and working poor, and increasing the 
minimum wage to $10 per hour would bring thousands of Massachusetts residents out of poverty.  

An Act to Invest in 
Our Communities 

S1416 

S1416 would raise $1.2 billion to restore budget cuts by increasing the state income tax while 
also doubling personal exemption to protect working families, and raising the capital gains tax on 
wealthy investors. Our current MA tax system puts disproportional costs on the middle class and 
working poor, taking more as a % of their income than wealthy earners.  

The Middle Skills 
Solutions Act 
S921/H2713  

S921/H2713 establishes regional skills academies to match the skills workers need in 
order with Massachusetts employers’ needs. At a time when Massachusetts residents face over 
a 7% unemployment rate, S921/2713 will help bridge the gap that many unemployed workers have 
in becoming re-trained and ready to find work. 

 

JOIN OUR STATEWIDE MOVEMENT TO ADVANCE A PROGRESSIVE AGENDA.  We are committed to 

working on the problem of income inequality and the widening wealth gap, mobilizing grassroots networks 

and organizing experience to leverage people-power into real political change. Through democratic processes 

engaging our members, we prioritize specific progressive legislation to work toward passage. Subscribe to 

our mailing list for latest updates!  

 
Progressive.Mass@gmail.com 

PHONE NUMBER: 42-33-PROG-MA  
SUBSCRIBE AT OUR WEBSITE 
PROGRESSIVEMASS.COM 

find more at ProgressiveMass.com and WeCanOccupy.com 


